
GFS Platform 

GFS (for girls 6+) meets weekly on a Friday eve-
ning during term time.  We have 15 girls on the 
register and achieve a weekly attendance of 
around 12.   

In September we were joined by the adult mem-
bers of the Diocese to celebrate GFS World Day 
of Prayer.  Ellen had devised a quiz about GFS 
past and present, near and far.  The two teams 
had great fun answering questions and trying to 
find all the GFS nations on a world map.   At the 
beginning of November, it managed to stop rain-
ing long enough for our annual fireworks.  This 
year we had a change of venue as Chris’s garden’s 
just not big enough anymore!  The girls and their 
parents really enjoy this evening as it’s a chance 
to mingle and chat whilst watching the fireworks 
and enjoying a hot dog (or 3!).   Other evenings 
have been spent making toast bird feeders, ad-
vent calendars and doing various forms of drama. 

We are now starting to prepare for Christmas, by 
making cards and decorations.  In a couple of 
weeks we’ll make the 150+ christingles ready for 
distribution during the service. Then on Decem-
ber 18th we’ll be having an end of term Christmas 
party. So it’s a hectic couple of weeks! 

January’s exact theme has yet to be finalised but 
promises to be action packed and fun, trying our 
hand at lots of new, and some old well loved, 
crafts and games!   

We would love to see a few more new faces but 
without some extra adult help we may have to 
invoke a waiting list. 
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NRG  

NRG, for 14 to 18 year olds, is still meeting 

every Sunday evening from 7:30 - 9:00 during 

term time.  We try to have a mix of social and 

more 'holy' sessions, although we tend to bias 

towards the social as most of the group regu-

larly engage with the 11:15 service. 

This term we have already planned and led 

'Refresh', had a craft night, a great bible study 

evening and set off loads of fireworks.  Still to 

come is an evening of bible stories through 

drama (eek), NRG does 'Ready Steady Cook', 

singing carols at an old peoples home followed 

by a Christmas party and some other stuff!  The 

group are dead keen on 'The Resolution 2010' 

and this will be great event for them to invite 

their friends to. 

The group is small in number (5 regulars) but 

big on aspiration and events like 'The Resolution 

2010' may bring others in.  Tim and I manage to 

lead (or not!) but as this is Tim's last year at 

Redcliffe College, beyond next summer is less 

certain but we trust God will provide. 

Contacts 

CHYP convenor: Revôd Andrew Swift  
    383177 

ecurate@stcatharine.org.uk 

Little Fishes, Gems & Pebbles:  

Sian Lawton    722396 or  

Alice Yarsley   525438  

Wrigglers: Chris Birtles 384035 

Rock ónô Roll: Mary Swift  383177 

Rock Solid: See Andrew Swift 

NGR: James Wenham 504816 

GFS: Ellen Armitage 543366 

Welcome to the new CHYP newsletter! 

We have information on where and when our 
ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ƳŜŜǘΣ 
and some news about what they have been 
doing. 

Find out what is going on, and get involved! 

Everybody is very welcome! 

Little Fishes - Friday Morning, in church, at 

10.30am for pre-schoolers & carers (as small as you 
like!!) 

In January 2010 Little Fishes will be one year old! 
During the past year we have grown and grown.  
We have done lots of exciting things such as going 
on a "Sheep Hunt", rescuing Jeremiah from his well 
and looking in whilst the Good Samaritan helps.  We 
now have on average about 10 children and 8 
adults every week.  The fun starts with action songs 
followed by a story then a craft activity (where we 
generally get covered in glue, glitter or colouring 
pens!) 

We are always looking for people to come and join 
in the fun either to help lead sessions or just be an 
extra pair of hands to cuddle a baby when a mum 
needs a 5 minute break!  So if you feel like you 
would like to come and join us and would like more 
information please contact us (see contacts). 



wƻŎƪ ΨƴΩ wƻƭƭ ± meets in the Church Hall during the 

11.15 Service, school term time, for Primary school aged 
children. 

The Rock ‘n’ Rollers meet over in the hall and join the 
congregation for the end of the service.  Since Septem-
ber we have been doing a variety of activities.  There is 
always a late breakfast/snack to start and some games 
and getting to know each other time ï building commu-
nity and fellowship is a really important part of our 
group!  We have been using a course based on the 
Simpsons ï ‘Mixing it Up With the Simpsons’ ï to ex-
plore issues such as ‘Gods love for us’, ‘Consequences 

Sunday Morning Groups  

Rock Solid ï Lower Secondary aged young 

people, during the 11.15 Service, school term 

time. 

This term, Rock Solid has been linking in with 

Rock ónô Roll since the main leader, Gail Hedley, 

had baby Esther (congratulations!) and Rachael 

Watson took a well deserved break, thank you 

Rachael for all your years of commitment to our 

childrenôs groups. 

Since September the group has been either 

meeting in the hall with Rock ónô Roll or staying 

in church for the main service.  This isnôt ideal ï 

in the past hey have had their own bible study 

sessions, working on a Scripture Union syllabus.  

There is a core of 5 or 6 regular members of the 

group and they would be keen to have their own 

sessions again! 

Leaders and more help are desperately needed 

for this group - please pray that these issues 

can be resolved soon. 

Wrigglers are in the Galilee  at 9.30am to welcome  

parents, babies and  any under 5’s who come along to 
the service but need time out when the wriggling 
starts. 

Most Sundays there are 2 helpers alongside the little 
ones to talk with them and play.  There are plenty of 
toys, puzzles, sit on toys in the Wrigglers Room to 
keep everyone happy and parents are free to come 
and go and return to the service in church.  Whatever 
keeps everyone happy is the way we play it!   We are 
never quite sure how many children will turn upé 

This can vary each week and we see an increase when 
there is a special service like a baptism.  

When any 3 and 4 year olds join us we talk about Je-
sus using characters and events from the Bible.  We 
have good illustrated books to help - Butterworth & 
Inkpen are the favourites! 

Some new Old Testament puzzles have proved popu-
lar. Others are biblical characters from the New Testa-
ment, which the adults are just getting to grips with! 

times we need one or two parents to stay behind to 

help supervise the babies and young children so 

that we meet safety guidelines! Please chat to us 

about how this can work fairly for all! 

Gems and Pebbles  - during the 11.15 Ser-

vice, school term time, for Pre-School children 

Gems (0-2) sessions involve stories, play and 

praise and have a very loose play-led structure.  

Pebbles (2-5) have a more organised session with 

song, Bible Story, Prayer and craft activity most 

weeks!  The two groups will come together for 

some of this, and on occasion join with the older 

groups in the Church Hall. 

The groups are a safe place where you can leave 

your child/children and go back into the service 

so that you can have worship time on your own!  

Due to the nature of Gems and Pebbles some-

and Sacrifice’. 

There have also been some creative sessions explor-
ing Christian symbolism by making ceramic crosses 
and fishes.  Many thanks to Rebecca and Bill Spear 
for masterminding this fab work! 

We have even tried our hand at cooking when we 
made our own Christmas puddings on ‘Stir Up Sun-
day’! 

There is a steady 8 to 10 children each week, vary-
ing in age from 5 to 11.  It is a lot of fun but we do 
have an urgent need for more leaders ï Mary Swift 
and Jon Millin are regulars, but more adults are 
needed ï could that be you? 


