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We meet at 10.30 on Sundays for our service 

in St Catharine’s church as well as in the 

zoom room, and on Thursday mornings at 

10.00 in church for a said Communion 

service.  
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THE KING 
 May 6th sees the coronation service for King 

Charles III at Westminster Abbey. During the preparations, there has 

been much debate about the role of a monarchy in our nation, and 

indeed the role of the Church of England as the established church.  

The coronation service itself is explicitly a Church of England service 

in which opens with a child greeting the King with these words: Your 

Majesty, as children of the Kingdom of God we welcome you in the 

name of the King of Kings to which the King will reply: In his name, 

and after his example, I come not to be served but to serve.  The 

whole service goes on to set out a covenant (a framework of promis-

es) where Jesus is proclaimed as having supreme authority, and the 

King and the people pray for and make promises to try and live and 

serve each other in a way that points to God’s kingdom unfolding in 

our nation.  There will be prayers for God to save the King and for 

the Holy Spirit to come and anoint the King to carry out his role in 

the way and power of Jesus.  These are important prayers, that we 

are called to pray both for ourselves, and those who hold leadership 

positions on our behalf. 

 

 We will all have different views about the pomp and ceremony 

surrounding the day, but it gives us an opportunity to reflect and 

talk about the role that the Christian faith plays in our nation.  Dur-

ing the Thursday morning communion service this week, we were 

asking why it is important to us that the monarch swears to uphold 

the Christian faith, and to see their authority as something given by 
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God and exercised under the view and judgement of God.  I wonder 

what your answer might be?   

 

 As we look around our local community and nation we see many 

key support services struggling to carry out their roles, and as a re-

sult many people finding life a challenge, or feeling so overwhelmed 

by circumstances that they cannot see a way through.  The wider 

church does not have the same role in society that it held in the past 

offering community care, cohesion and education alongside a Chris-

tian framework for life.  But as I looked around and prayed around all 

the different posters put up for our annual meeting, I’m encouraged 

that they speak about the life of our church that is touching many 

lives each week, offering a hope that can get rooted deeper than cir-

cumstances.  As a Christian community one of our jobs is to help 

each other hold onto hope, and point others to that anchor for our 

souls, Jesus Christ who has gone before us and calls us to follow him 

(Hebrews 6.18-20 & Matthew 16.24) 

  

 In each generation, the church has a challenge to proclaim the 

gospel afresh.  The world is constantly changing, but we believe in a 

God who creates and sustains all things, who knows the end from 

the beginning, who faithfully fulfils the promise to be God-with-us at 

all times and in all places, who calls us to join in with seeing God’s 

kingdom come and will be done, on earth as in heaven.  It is a trans-

formation that happens slowly and gently – like the work of salt or 

yeast – as each of us comes to know we are loved by the King of 

Kings and responds to that love by living a new life following Jesus in 

the power of the Spirit.  That is my prayer for the King and the 

Queen Consort as they are anointed, crowned and affirmed in their 

roles on our behalf, and it is my prayer for each one of us, as we re-

spond to the love of God in love and service. 

Every blessing  

Jo 
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“A huge thank you to Angharad for all her work 

over the last 3½ years as our St Catharine's 

Children’s, Families and Community Outreach 

Worker, which has enabled so many wonderful 

things to happen.  We will miss having you as 

part of the church family here." 

 

 

If you would like to contribute to a thank you gift for Angharad, 

please send via the church bank account with reference 

'Angharad'.  There is a card in church for people to sign.  

From the Annual Parochial Church Meeting 30 April  
 

Church Wardens - Bruce Matheson and Rachel Barton 

Treasurers - Ed Reed and David Nicholls 

Safeguarding - Clare Negreira 

PCC Members- Simon Cozens, Dot Henshaw, Chris Mooney, Jean 

Morgan, Andy Palfreyman, James Wenham, John Weygang 

Deanery Synod Members (who then automatically are members of 

PCC) - Jane Orr (Deanery Treasurer), & Pamela Dewick are ex officio 

members of Deanery Synod. Jo Sanders, Clare Negreira 

Secretary Ex Officio- Linda Dalton 
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PCC membership 
 

Candidates for the role of PCC member were recommended to read  

papers relating to further information about the responsibilities of a 

PCC member, safeguarding information and the Deanery Strategic 

Plan. A responsibility not to be taken lightly. 

 

Revd. Jo wrote: 

‘Being a member of the PCC means you become a Trustee of the 

church, and so hold joint responsibility for governance and financial 

aspects of church life alongside Jo as vicar and the rest of the PCC.  

 

This role is important as we look to be good stewards with what 

God has entrusted us with as we seek to fulfil the vision we have as 

a church. In addition, it is important that you are able to commit to:  

• Eight PCC meetings a year (7pm-9pm) -  

• reading the papers prior to each meeting and actively contrib-

uting within the meetings -  

• attending the PCC Away Day. This will be held on 17th June 

2023 from 9.30am-2.30pm -  

• having a DBS check and undertaking safeguarding training. ‘ 

 

 

 

Please pray for them.  

They are our representatives, working on  

behalf of all the Congregation. 
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The voice of prayer is never 

silent…. 

Each week from Monday to Saturday there is a God-given 

opportunity to come together online via Zoom at midday for 

approximately 30 minutes as we ‘Pause for Prayer’ and reflect. In 

these challenging times it is an encouraging space to lift our voices 

in prayer as we bring before our Father God our concerns, our 

prayers for each other, and those who have requested prayer. All are 

welcome to join in during the time we 'Pause for 

Prayer'.  

You don’t have to pray out loud - the Lord hears you 

just the same! 

Join St Catharine’s zoom room and insert the six-digit 

passcode. 
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Coronation prayer  (written by Chat GPT*, 

slightly edited) 
 

Dear God, 

We come to you in prayer for the United Kingdom, a nation rich in history 

and culture, but also facing challenges and uncertainties. We ask for your 

guidance and blessings on this land, and for each of the four nations that 

make up the UK. 
 

 

For Wales, we pray that the fiery spirit 

of the dragon will be rekindled with 

Holy Spirit fire. May the people of 

Wales find the strength and courage 

to overcome any obstacles in their 

path, and to embrace the opportuni-

ties that lie ahead. May their passion 

for life and love for their homeland 

burn brightly, inspiring others to follow in their footsteps. May we see re-

vival again! 
 

For England, we pray that the lion will find its resur-

rection roar, like Aslan in the Chronicles of Narnia. 

May the people of England be lifted up and empow-

ered to make positive changes in their lives and 

communities. May they find renewed strength and 

hope, and may their voices be heard loud and clear, 

proclaiming a message of justice and mercy to all 

who will listen. 

 



9 

 

. 

For Scotland, we pray that the unicorn will sym-

bolize seeking one thing above all others - the 

kingdom of God. May the people of Scotland be 

guided by your Spirit, and may they find true 

meaning and purpose in their lives. May they be a 

light to others, showing them the way to a better 

future and a deeper understanding of your love 

and grace. 

 

 

 

 

For Ireland, we pray that the Celtic harp will 

symbolize their peaceful song of praise. May the 

people of Ireland be filled with your peace and 

joy, and may they share that peace and joy with 

others. May their music and culture be a source 

of inspiration and healing, bringing people to-

gether in worship, harmony and understanding. 

 

We ask all these things in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Saviour. 

Amen. 

Mary P 

*  ChatGPT is an Artificial Intelligence  assistant 
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 ……”leave to your God to order and provide; in every change He 

faithful will remain” 

         Katherina von Schlege;1697 

 

Those words are taken from the hymn ‘Be still my soul’, often sung at 

funerals and it speaks of grief, sorrow and pain, the tempest of emo-

tions that disturb the quiet of heart and mind.  Within the hymn are 

the encouraging words that God will guide the future as He has done 

in the past. It is a wonderful comforting hymn of Hope. 

When the busyness of planning for the funeral is complete, the actu-

al day of the funeral date over and well-meant words of encourage-

ment on that day become lost in the pain of emotions present.  

Those previous kind words now hang in the air.  The sympathies ex-

pressed are now fading.  The many cards of condolence read time 

 

'We are praying that God would open hearts and minds to His love 

and that, by His Spirit, He would equip and enable us to be his faith-

ful witnesses.' 

Archbishop Justin 
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and time again, bringing some comfort of a life appreciated and 

loved………and missed.   Those cards will be put aside……. somewhere 

safe?   And when life settles into a new pattern, and when the tears 

fall into empty hands  - what next? 

 

The page is turned and a new chapter begins which still contains the 

most important parts of the previous pages.   The story of a love that 

is now separated is worth telling. One can never know how another 

feels when that chapter ends and another begins.  For every be-

reaved person the pain of loss is personal.  We are at a loss to un-

derstand  - no-one understands the pain generated around it unless 

we have grieved too.    Every person’s story is different.  A story 

where treasured memories are kept safe, the continuing desire to 

keep the story alive even when remembering brings heart-ache and 

tears.  There will be, of course, smiles and laughter that is also signif-

icant of a love once shared and held so very dear.  Love such as this 

should never be forgotten.  It is more than just important, for when 

told it enables the memory of a life once present to live on in the 

hearts and minds of family and friends. 

 

Following prayerful thought on how we can walk alongside the be-

reaved, a small group of Bereavement Companions has been set up 

and will be commissioned shortly.  The ministry of ‘Bereavement 

Companions’ aims to provide that space where it’s OK to share  how 

one copes with the death of a loved one, and encourage others as 

they too walk this path of loss.  This may happen at a drop-in ses-

sion over a cuppa, or a pastoral visit.   Whatever that may look like, 

the invitation is open to all that are on the emotional journey of loss.   

Our first drop-in café style session will be Tuesday May 16th  -  we 

look forward to welcoming you….……….. 

                  

    Beverley, Diane, Dot, Lesley, Rachel and Marilyn  

Contact details m.taylor@stcatharine.org or via the Church Office 

01452 302348  

 

mailto:m.taylor@stcatharine.org
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Christian Aid Week: 14-20 May 2023 
 

Your gifts this Christian Aid Week could help farmers in Malawi plant 

better seeds, secure a fairer price for the crops, and build happier fu-

tures for their children. 
 

Soaring costs are affecting people here and around the world. 

Families in Malawi are paying the price of this global crisis. 

Food, fuel, fertiliser and school fees have doubled in price in the last 

12 months. And hard-working farmers are seeing their harvests fail 

as the climate crisis brings increasingly erratic weather. 

Malawi Cyclone Update 

The impact of the recent Cyclone Freddy in Malawi has been devas-

tating. Floods have washed away crops, over 500,000 people have 

been displaced and hundreds have lost their lives. 

Christian Aid Week is at its most powerful when a disaster happens. 

Through you, we will be there long after the flood waters recede, 

helping families build back. Your gifts this May will continue to sup-

port the pigeon pea project and other vital work around the world.  

Give, act and pray this Christian Aid Week.  

We won’t stop until everyone has the chance to live a full life, free 

from poverty. We are united in hope that, with your help, more 

young people will be able to transform their lives. 

 

Donations may be made online as well as through the envelope 

scheme.  https://www..christianaid.co.uk 
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A visit to Addis Ababa – March 2023 
 
Bingham Acade-

my is an interna-

tional Christian 

day school situat-

ed to the north-

west of central 

Addis Ababa, the 

capital of Ethiopia. 

It was founded in 

1946 by the Su-

dan Interior Mis-

sion (now SIM). 

There are class-

rooms, a gym, a 

playing field and playgrounds, and accommodation for teachers and 

staff and their families. Six giant tortoises roam the site!  

 

Our daughter Jennie, her husband Andy, and their two boys, Joshua 

(5) and Daniel (3), moved to the Academy last summer for an initial 

spell of two years, and are enjoying living in community. Andy teach-

es secondary maths, Joshua goes to primary school, and Jennie is 

teaching English informally as well as entertaining Daniel until he 

starts school in August. The site is undulating, so the boys are devel-

oping their cycling skills uphill and down. Bingham Academy claims, 

‘Our staff and students are from just under 30 countries across the 

globe. Our multilingual, multicultural diversity provides a rich envi-

ronment for working with and learning from others’; so Joshua and 

Daniel are also catching a mid-Atlantic twang from the North Ameri-

cans in the community! 

 

The Academy was on the edge of Addis when it moved to its present 

site in 1952, with the backing of Emperor Haile Selassie. Since then, 

the city has enveloped the school, which, in turn, is now surrounded 

by high walls with steel entrance gates. Lucy and I spent our first 
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week with Jennie and the boys at the Academy while Andy was away 

on a school trip. One day Jennie took us shopping for fruit and veg-

etables and bread rolls. The gate opened and we were plunged into 

a very different world: a main road full of people, dogs, cars and bat-

tered minibuses, all jostling for position, with little regard for any 

‘rules of the road’. The air was full of talk and shouts and car horns. 

The buildings 

ranged from single-

storey corrugated-

iron shacks to 5-

storey concrete 

blocks, many unfin-

ished because ce-

ment is expensive, 

with banks and 

stalls selling food 

and other things.  

 

 

 

A local speciality is second-hand trainers, carefully cleaned and 

spread out to view.  

 

A man washed a friend’s hair on the side of the road, while a woman 

roasted coffee beans over a charcoal stove while she chatted into 

her mobile phone. A man walked along carrying twelve mattresses 

on his head. Women and children were begging, looking far more 

desperate than the beggars we see in Gloucester. When Daniel starts 

school, Jennie is hoping to join with the local Kale Heywet church in 

their work with homeless people in Kolfe, the local area. 

 

During our second week, after Andy’s return, we all spent three 

nights at the SIM retreat centre next to Lake Babogaya, a volcanic 

crater 30 miles or so south of Addis.  
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This was a taste of more rural 

Ethiopia (although the new 

Addis to Djibouti railway, 

built and operated by two 

Chinese companies, runs 

nearby). There were birds 

everywhere: storks, pelicans, 

black-and-white kingfishers, 

various hawks, and we en-

joyed swimming and paddle-

boarding.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A fortnight full of variety and provision of food for thought, apart 

from the joy of spending time with our family! And, by the way, 

Bingham Academy is always short of teaching staff… 

Philip and Lucy  

4 April 2023 

This book was recommended to Philip whilst 

in Addis. A teenagers’ novel but an interest-

ing read about the street children of the city, 

how they live, their culture, etc. An eye-

opener for those who have not visited Africa 

or countries  east of us where there are a 

great disparity of wealth and great differ-

ences between rural and city life.                               

     Lesley B (I have a copy) 
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A CHANCE ENCOUNTER 
 

On 31st March I was on the train travelling to Edinburgh and got 

chatting to the others around my table. At York, one person got out 

and then I heard a lovely, gentle African voice behind me which said, 

    

“You all sound very happy, I am feeling 

happy today so may I join you?” Of course, 

we said yes, and to my surprise Bishop John 

Sentamu, the former Archbishop of York, sat 

down opposite me! 

He then explained why he was so happy. 

When he was appointed, in 2005, he could not move immediately in-

to the Archbishop’s Palace as it was occupied by the Queen. It was 

the year that Ascot Races were held in York because of refurbish-

ment, and she had been given the use of it. When he met the Queen 

then, she told him that he was about to have the best cleaner in Eng-

land! “Look after Barbara” she said, “she is very special”. This conver-

sation was overheard by Prince Charles. 

During February of this year, Bishop John met the King and reminded 

him of this conversation as Barbara was due to retire at the end of 

March and the Bishop had been invited to her leaving party. In the 

middle of March, there was a knock at his door and a heavy parcel 

was delivered. Inside was a silver salver engraved with “To Barbara, 

with grateful thanks for your service at the Archbishop’s Palace York, 

and for being the best cleaner in England”. There were two signa-

tures engraved as well, Elizabeth R and Charles R.  

The Bishop himself was amazed as he had not been expecting any-

thing like that, but that was nothing to match Barbara’s shock, joy 

and delight when he presented it to her during the party. He was still 

on a high when he got into the train, and we all felt very privileged 

to hear his excitement as he told the story. 

Jane O 
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A personal reflection on Good Friday 
 

 

Jo's gathering on Good Friday at church was an emotional ride. We 

were guided by Jo between the church and the gardens. Her words 

were powerful and difficult to listen to. It was, of course, the reading 

of Matthew's gospel covering the crucifixion of Jesus Christ.  
 

We were taken from the last supper, into the garden of Gethsema-

ne where we felt the lonely desperation of a man who had to face a 

terrible ordeal.  Then we witnessed the betrayal of Jesus by a disci-

ple, a chosen friend, a friend who used one of the most loving ac-

tions, a simple kiss, to betray his teacher. We walked with Roman sol-

diers as they arrested Jesus and took him firstly to Caiaphas at which 

time His torment began. Then, we marched to Pilate's palace where 

judgement would be made about the future of Jesus. We felt His 

pain as the fate of our Lord was left to a fickle crowd whose anger 

had been stirred up by supposedly ‘holy’ men. We heard and saw a 

criminal, Barabbas, go free whilst a gentle, kind, loving man was con-

demned to humiliation, suffering and ultimately a painful death. A 

crown of thorns was placed on the head of Jesus and we walked in 

His footsteps towards the ultimate conclusion.  
 

Amongst all of the words, a particular sentence really resonated with 

me. It was the description of how Jesus on the cross "had all of the 

sins of the world and our sins piled on top of Him". At that moment I 

felt that He truly was dying to give us the greatest gift imaginable. 

Our sins were going into the cave with the body of Jesus to be wiped 

away. They were not going to be remembered or put in a box and 

used against us later. God was showing that He had the power to do 

that for us.  
 

It is difficult for us to find the words to fully describe or justify what 

happened that day. But I felt that, by thinking about where my sins 

had gone, I had moved a very small step closer to appreciating the 

love which God has for me, for all of us. Perhaps next year I will move 

another small step closer to fully appreciating what we were given 
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Pat welcomed members and speaker, opening meeting by lighting 

the MU candle and saying prayers.  

A few notices were announced, a decision has been made that a tea 

party on 7th May for the Coronation will not now go ahead, men-

tioning several celebrations that are taking place in the parish area 

over the weekend. MU have been asked if they can arrange tea and 

cakes in church for the Kingsholm Open Gardens day on 10th June 

11am-3pm, a rota being organised, so not an all-day session for 

volunteers. 

Pat then introduced our speaker: 

Harriet from Home-Start Glouces-

ter. An organisation that was set up 

in 1973 in the Leicester area by Mar-

garet Harrison, now in its 50th year. 

Many other Home-Start support 

groups have been set up in many 

counties with trustees status, grants 

and fund raising financing the group. The Gloucester one was set up 

in 2019, just before the lockdown! It is a tailor-made support group 

chiefly for families with children under 5, to support in many differ-

ent ways those families who are struggling. Contact is usually via re-

ferral from health visitors, midwives and social services. 

Harriet first off acknowledged to the group how raising children can 

that Friday nearly 2,000 years ago. Thank you Jo for an evocative 

tour of this most wonderful part of the story of Jesus' time with 

us. God bless. 

Andy P 
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be a hard and sometimes isolating job, all agreed. 

Topics that can be covered can be anything from isolated new mums, 

those with twins/triplets, mental health issues, disability, housing 

problem, financial problems, bereavement. The aim is to increase 

confidence and independence in the family by giving emotional and 

practical support. 

It is voluntary support; coordinators who support the volunteers are 

paid, their task is to be the first point of contact for help to ensure 

safety and that the right person (a volunteer) deals with each issue 

that a family might have. 

Harriet has been a volunteer for 22 years, and has helped 15 families 

and 35 children in that time. She spoke to the group regarding vary-

ing situations she has dealt with over that time. Some parents she 

still keeps in contact with, as with many she has grown friendships 

with although some do not wish to carry on contact once she has 

dealt with their situations. Those she still has contact with, in turn of-

ten ask her advice on their now grown-up children. 

During lockdown she had just taken on a new mum who had no-one 

close to support her other than her husband, so with the restrictions 

Harriet went on walks with her a few times a week for a couple of 

hours to discuss any concerns the new mum had.  

The Home-Start in Gloucester only being set up in 2019 then suffer-

ing from lockdown and all it restrictions, still requires many more 

volunteers. Training and support is given before volunteers are 

placed with the family. A mixed age group, and the person being 

placed with families where their particular skills can be of greatest 

use. If you are interested in volunteering do speak to Pat or Rachel 

who can then send you in the right direction, or information can be 

found on the group via the internet www.home-start.org.uk. 

The meeting ended with thanks being given to Harriet for a very in-

teresting talk. Tea, cake and chat followed. 

 

Next meeting on May 18th will be given by several people who re-

cently attended the 2022 Oberammergau Passion Play.  

Linda 

http://www.home-start.org.uk/
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HAVE YOU READ ANY 

GOOD BOOKS  

RECENTLY? 
If so we would love to hear about 

them! 

St Catharine’s Book Group is about to select the titles for discussion 

over the coming year.  

We will be meeting at 5pm on Monday 19th June at 21 Alexandra 

Road, and would love to see you there, together with your recom-

mendations.  We are very democratic and hold a secret ballot to 

choose which books we are going to talk about.   

If you can’t make it, or don’t really feel that you want to join our 

group at this time -  we would still like to hear your suggestions. 

So please don’t hesitate to contact Liz Edwards at Church, or at 

lizedwards13@yahoo.com 

I have! 

This has sat on my bookshelf for some time. 

I bought it after hearing about it on the TV 

book programme (whose name I can’t re-

member!) Once you get to grips with the 

Nigerian dialect it is the most tremendous 

read; heart-wrenching, funny, but full of 

hope. I was so pleased to have read it. 

           Lesley B 

Found! 

Several copies of ‘Child of the Cotswolds’ by Una Dowding 2022. 

A collection of pieces, prose and poetry, written by the daughter of 

Major L C Hauting. A Gloucester man trained as a scientist who be-

came a member of the Glosters, survived Dunkirk, became a trainer 

of troops before dying in West Africa. 

If interested this is available from Richard for a donation to charity. 

mailto:lizedwards13@yahoo.com
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This year marks GCM’s 20th anni-

versary. Since 2003 we have tried 

to share the love of Jesus with peo-

ple on the streets or in need, those 

whose world is uncomfortable, 

lonely and cold and where their ex-

istence is without hope or mean-

ing,  joy or comfort by sitting with 

them, praying with them and offering them basic necessities to 

survive. Since the first days when Mike Curtis went out with a ruck-

sack, hot drinks and prayers we have grown significantly, but at 

our core we are still sharing Jesus’ love to people at their lowest 

points. 
 

Deuteronomy 15:11 says ‘For there will never cease to be poor in 

the land. Therefore I command you, You shall open wide your hand 

to your brother and sister, to the needy and to the poor in your 

land.’ and this is what we seek to do at Gloucester City Mission. 
 

The Bible repeatedly tells us to support the poor, oppressed and 

outcast. The vast majority of the people we work with are just like 

you and me, it’s just that many have suffered severe trauma in 

their lives and this leads to significant impact on peoples’ mental 

health. But that doesn’t matter to God because He loves us all 

whatever baggage we are carrying. John 3:16 tells us this when it 

says  - ‘God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son 

to die for us’ – this means ALL of us no matter what our circum-

stances. 
 

So how does this look in practice at GCM? Well we try to live 

this out in our work. On average we directly work with 150 people 

per week. It’s important to understand what homeless actually 

means as well though because it is more than just those who are 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Deuteronomy+15%3A11&version=ESV
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rough sleeping on the streets. It is also those who are in temporary 

accommodation units, hostels, squats, dry and wet houses, emer-

gency housing and sofa surfers as well as those people in recovery..  

We try to offer hope to people that their lives can change, ideally 

through them finding Jesus but through us offering them practical, 

physical, emotional and spiritual help.  
 

We offer support in three ways - through aid, transformation and 

growth.  
 

To offer Aid we have: 

• Street teams going into the city centre 5 days a week offering 

food, drinks and prayer;  

• Refresh – this is our weekly hot lunch service and time for fel-

lowship at St Mary’s Congregational Church; 

• The city’s Winter Shelter with 15 beds, food, showers, clothes, 

prayer and guidance; 

• Restore- a clothes bank in Southgate Street for clients to come 

to get fresh clothes, toiletries and emergency provisions, 

• Our Mobile outreach teams support rough sleepers away from 

the city centre; 
 

We try to transform lives through: 

• Renew (72 Eastgate Street) - our main offices, drop-in centre, 

Training Centre.   

• Refuel – our monthly worship session for staff, volunteers, cli-

ents and anyone to come and spend their lunchtime in prayer 

and praise. 

• We offer prayer through all of our street teams and at Wednes-

day lunch 
 

We enable people to grow both practically and spiritually through: 

• Our Revive Coffee House in the Eastgate Shopping Centre 

where we offer employment opportunities to people who have 

lived experience of homelessness or addictions; 

• We employ people in the shelter who have previously been 

guests in the shelter. We have many volunteers with lived expe-
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rience too who want to give something back. 
 

In our education and training centre we offer courses and multi-

agency drop in sessions 5 days a week. We continue to run Alpha 

courses and a follow up Discipleship course twice a year and have 

plans for Bible Study courses and specific courses for people in re-

covery.. We have a free optician clinic on site and are working with 

Probation, the DWP and the City Council Housing Department as well 

as other organisations to have drop-in sessions too. For example we 

have courses in crafts, gardening, woodwork, basic skills literacy, 

football, music therapy, mindfulness, counselling, Narcotics Anony-

mous and art courses. 
 

Find out more about us at www.gloscitymission.org.uk or on our so-

cial media pages. You can also sign up for our monthly newsletter or 

our monthly prayer sheet with daily prayer points. 

Kev Howie 

A memory of the LAST coronation 
 

My most vivid memories of the Queen are of her Coronation just 

before my seventh birthday.  My parents and I travelled on the Tube 

from Hampstead to Whitechapel where my uncle was Director of the 

Hebrew Christian Testimony to Israel, a mission to the Jews.  The 

Mission Hall was full and we watched all the processions and the 

ceremony live on a black-and-white TV, something I had never done 

before.  I had already seen the decorations in Oxford Street and no-

ticed particularly the ones in Selfridges’ windows (a coach if I re-

member right).  Later my mother took me to the cinema and we saw 

it again, this time in colour!  I still have mementoes of the day:  a 

New Testament embossed on the front and a mug given to every 

schoolchild!                      

Written by Rosemary H  

back in May 2012  

for the Diamond Jubilee 

http://www.gloscitymission.org.uk
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Hepsy 

View From the Vicarage floor 

 

After that great celebration of bunny 

rabbits at Easter, it is good to remember 

that this is an important time of year to 

be thinking about Jesus too.  It seems 

pretty clear to me that Jesus probably 

didn’t burrow out of the tomb and into 

the locked Upper Room. I am built for 

burrowing but even for me it would take some considerable time to 

make a burrow like that.  So I have been wracking my bunny brain 

and think that a miracle must be the only explanation.  Not only that 

but Jo read me what the Bible says about Jesus appearing in all sorts 

of different places in these 40 days after Easter, giving many con-

vincing proofs that he was alive, explaining who he was and calling 

people to follow him.  And that sounds quite amazing! 

I have been wondering how I am doing at following Jesus.  I quite 

like popping up in unexpected places standing on my back legs and 

peeking over things, and that seems like something Jesus was doing 

in those weeks. And of course, eating things to prove that I am alive 

– that is a big favourite way for me to do what Jesus did.  But I guess 

there is more to it than that, so I am trying to make a bit of time to 

think about other ways I can follow Jesus.  Whilst of course also en-

joying all the other signs of new life springing up and giving thanks 

for all the tasty dandelions God provides! 

May you know Jesus popping up in unexpected places, 

 

Hepsy 
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DATES for your diary 
 

 

May 
6/7/8  Coronation Weekend 

 

 

14-20  Christian Aid Week 

19th 13.00 Service at St Mary de Crypt 

20th  19.00 CAW concert at St Barnabas 

 

 

18   Ascension Day 

   MU meeting 

   Thy Kingdom Come-28th 

 

 

 

 

 

 

28   Pentecost 

 

June 
4th   Trinity Sunday 

10th  Kingsholm Open Gardens 

19th  Book group meets 
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Gardening at church will recommence 

on Tuesday 4 April  from 2 - 4 p.m. 

and  

every first Tuesday of the month for 

the gardening year.  If you are inter-

ested in helping please come along -  

it really is good for you! 

Jackie G 

The Great Big Green Week - 

10-18 June  

The Great Big Green Week is the UK’s big-

gest annual call for action on climate 

change and nature, organised by the Cli-

mate Coalition of which A Rocha UK is a 

member. The week of action aims to show 

decision-makers that people from all 

walks of life are stepping up to take action 

- and that we need them to step up too.  

. We’d love our supporters to take part 

and hold an event during Great Big Green 

Week. Why not host an A Rocha UK 

green quiz to have fun, learn more about 

creation, and support our work?   

https://arocha.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=69f4c1083320061706fe47874&id=37c36ff3a4&e=20f85575f2
https://arocha.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=69f4c1083320061706fe47874&id=37c36ff3a4&e=20f85575f2
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As part of the Big Help Out day to cele-

brate the Coronation of The King and 

Her Majesty The Queen Consort, everybody is warmly invited to at-

tend a special service at Gloucester Cathedral. 

 

The service led by the Rt Revd. Bishop Rachel Treweek and the Dean 

of Gloucester, the Very Revd. Andrew Zihni, will be held on Monday 8 

May starting at 11am. 

The theme of the Coronation celebrations is to highlight the positive 

impact of community volunteering. We are so proud of our voluntary 

network in and around the Diocese of Gloucester. 

From serving our churches as churchwardens, treasurers, Messy 

Church teams, or foundation governors to serving our communities 

as Cats Protection volunteers, hospital drivers, or leading Guides or 

Scouts, Church of England volunteers across the country devote over 

23 million hours to community action over and above their normal 

church activities. 

However you volunteer, you are making a difference and we really do 

hope you will come so we can thank you for all you do. 

Please book your place via this link: 

 https://gloucestercathedral.artsvp.com/aa9b0f 

 

The Big Help Out, on 8 May, provides opportunities for peo-

ple to get involved in their communities right across the UK. 

More details can be found here: https://thebighelpout.org.uk 

  

https://gloucestercathedral.artsvp.com/aa9b0f
https://thebighelpout.org.uk/
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Keeping Cosy project 

Dig out your needles!  

Find the wool! 

A project has begun for all knitters 

and crocheters of St Catharine’s! 

Susan Dorrington is heading it up 

and the purpose is to create a supply 

of shawls and scarves to be given to 

any who 

need them. 

Contact Susan if you want any more info: 

susandorrington@virginmedia.com or 

Glos.539803 

At Wednesday Church Susan and Letitia are 

offering instruction in the arts of Knitting, 

Crochet and Cross stitch. 

Why not have a go - open to everyone. 

 

 

 

 

 

The bookshop is open just off the atrium of GRH and stocks Chris-

tian books, cards and other items. Also cards, novels and stationery 

gifts at very reasonable prices.  

   

And if you go on  Tuesday you may see our own Jane B behind the 

counter. 
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Charities in need of your donations 

. 

 

 

 
 

Of course our many charity shops take many and various items but 

it is always an idea to check before you stagger down the street lad-

en with goodies! 

Recycling instead of refuse! A better cause than landfill. 

Hello! I’m Toby. Jo Sanders’ son. I am in year 11 (I’ll soon be 

16) and go to the Crypt School. 

Over the summer,  when I’ll be in between GCSEs and A Levels, I am 

looking to earn a bit of money and so wondered if there were any 

gardens that needed digging, grass cutting etc? I can also do any 

heavy lifting or clearing. The list is not limited.  

If you have any jobs or know someone who might, please let me 

know, via my mum, on 07732659367. Thank you. 
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Copydate for June 2023 is 28th May 

Word.doc in 16pt Segoe UI would be brilliant.   

If you are designing a whole item could you please use an A4 

portrait format. This makes an editor’s life somewhat easier.   

Send your pieces to “magazine@stcatharine.org.uk” as soon as 

they’re ready!!  Thanks.  

Laptop computers needed! 

Quite a few of the folk who come on a Wednesday to 

learn English, have children who are at school and need a computer 

in order to do their work. 

Do you have a retired or unwanted machine that could help them? 

Contact Richard on hitanykey@btinternet.com for more details 
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Vicar:  Revd. Jo Pestell 

Curate:  Revd. Luke Falvey 

Reader:  Marilyn Taylor 

 

Church Wardens: Bruce Matheson and Rachel Barton 

 

Church Office Su Chard  

    01452-302438 schard@stcatharine.org.uk 

Parochial Church Council Officers: 

Safeguarding Officer: Clare Negreira 

    07484-932596 safeguarding@stcatharine.org.uk 

PCC Treasurers:  Ed Reed & David Nicholls 

***************** 

Main times the church building is open in the week: 

Sunday:  9.30am-12.30pm (service 10.30-11.50 plus refreshments) 

Monday: 9-11.30 (Morning Prayer 8.45-9.15) 

Wednesday: 9-11.30 (drop-in, inc. free food and English classes) 

Thursday: 9.30am-12 noon (service 10-10.45 plus refreshments) 

 

Web: www.stcatharine.org.uk      Social media: @stcatsglos 

Address: London Road, Gloucester GL2 0RR       

Phone: 01452-302438 

Registered Charity No. 132760   
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These posters were 

made by adults and 

children during 

Wednesday Church 

in Holy Week. 

(Above) “The sky 

turned black”, or 

is it the torn 

Temple Veil? 

(Right)  The 

brightness of the 

Resurrection Day:  

the photo doesn’t 

do justice to the 

sparkly jewels! 


